
Minister Zokwana committed to pursuing the socio-economic horse mackerel experiment 

in 2017 

 

Pretoria: 06 November 2016 

 

The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Minister Zokwana, MP, can confirm that he, 

together with the Deputy Director-General of the Fisheries Management Branch and the Chief 

Director of Fisheries Research and Development (“the State Respondents”) has agreed to settle 

the litigation brought by the South African Deep Sea Trawling Industry Association (SADSTIA) 

and others.  

 

The principal basis for the decision to settle the court application is given that the experimental 

horse mackerel permit granted to Global Pact Trading 193 (Pty) Ltd in December 2015 is set to 

expire on 14 December 2016, any decision by a court will be moot and academic by the time 

judgement is granted. The matter was set down for hearing on 9 November 2016 after SADSTIA 

and the remaining Industry Applicants abandoned their interdict application against the State 

Respondents. To continue to spend valuable time, public money and resources on the matter 

would therefore be unjustifiable and possibly reckless.  

 

The State Respondents have agreed to contribute a nominal 50% of the Applicants’ taxed costs 

on the basis that the Minister has acknowledged that the initial conduct of the matter by the State 

Respondents between January 2016 and August 2016 was tardy, particularly concerning the 

manner in which the Industry Applicants’ requests for access to decision record was handled. The 

failure to make the complete record timeously available contributed, in the Minister’s view, to the 

unnecessary serving of the urgent application by the Industry Applicants in August 2016, 

immediately before the local government elections.  

 

The effect of the settlement agreement is that Global Pact 193 (Pty) Ltd will not exercise the 

current experimental horse mackerel permit. The Minister understands from Global Pact that the 

nominated vessel will not be capable of being deployed to South Africa before December 2016 

given its ongoing commitments to harvest horse mackerel in neighbouring Namibia.  

 

The Minister does wish to confirm and emphasise his ongoing commitment to pursuing the socio-

economic horse mackerel experiment in 2017 and until such time as the Fisheries Management 



Branch is able to confidently determine the viability of harvesting horse mackerel on the South 

African west coast in terms of a potentially expanded commercial horse mackerel fishery and the 

extent of domestic appetite for horse mackerel consumption in poor coastal and inland rural areas.  

 

Further, the Minister remains committed to restructuring the horse mackerel industry in 

accordance with the stated 2005 horse mackerel policy objective which sought to ensure local 

processing and sale of horse mackerel as opposed to the ongoing practice of exporting our entire 

quota without local job creation and beneficiation. The 2016 commercial fishing rights allocation 

process in the horse mackerel fishery will also seek to restructure and further transform the horse 

mackerel fishing industry.  
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